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Ira King of Spartansburg leads a team of draft horses during "Woodsmanís Week." The event continues this weekend and features tree cutting and selection methods to enhance long term wood lot potential. (Herald photos by Kristie Proper)


Exhibition demonstrates eco-friendly logging


by Tom Boyle

tboyle@titusvilleherald.com

ENTERPRISE, Warren County -- The clop clop of draft horses and high pitch sound of chain saws have been intertwined with conservation this week in the forest as part of the Woodsman's Week.

The event is being sponsored by the Healing Harvest Forest Foundation and Firth Maple Products and features logging with horses, tree cutting, worst first selection methods and seminars on long-term wood lot potential.

According to Leon Briggs, event manager, the Healing Harvest Forest Foundation is a non-profit organization which teaches and educates landowners and loggers about the environmental soundness of logging.

"Basically this is a worst first process of taking out the inferior and damaged trees first, rather than the high dollar trees," said Briggs.

Troy Firth of Firth Maple Products said today and Saturday the participants of the Woodsman's Week will give tours of the area and explain to people the advantages of what they are doing. He said people are welcome to come out from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

"The main purpose of the demonstration," Firth said, "is to show silviculture and to show some of the reasons why horses are really advantageous in accomplishing good silviculture."

Silviculture is the art and science of cultivating trees. The silviculture demonstrated at the Woodman's Week is based on the belief the economic and ecological success of a wood lot depends on the biological health of its individual trees. The method is based on keeping the healthiest trees in the woods and to do everything to maximize their physical and economic potential. This is the reason that the method focuses in removing the poorest trees first an harvesting the better trees only as they near biological maturity.

The Healing Harvest organization was founded by Jason Rutledge of Virginia in 1999. Briggs said the foundation advocates the use of draft horses in logging because it causes less damage to the environment. "A lot of the time when we bring horses they are not leaving big ruts in the soil," he said.

The mission of the Healing Harvest Forest Foundation is to address the human needs for forest products while creating a nurturing coexistence between the forest and human community. Among its goals are to support practices of forest improvement and sustainable forestry with financial and technical assistance, to provide educational services to generate public awareness of community and forest interdependence and develop a mutually beneficial relationship between the forest and people.

